[image: image1.jpg]T P




Picuris Pueblo & Tesuque Farm
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The goal of the Tesuque Agricultural Initiative (TAI) is to generate enough nutritious, diverse and organic food to feed its members within two years and to serve as a living laboratory, a model for sustainable agriculture, and as an educational and inspirational resource for other indigenous and non-indigenous peoples throughout the Greater Southwest.

As of the beginning of 2008, the TAI has established 65,000 transplants of medicinal, culinary and edible foods, including fruit trees, strawberries and asparagus as well as important traditional native foods such as corn, beans, squash and chile. Twelve active bee hives and four goats are managed, with chickens to be added this fall. The TAI Seed Bank provides a critical resource for future food security by harvesting, processing and storing heirloom seeds.  A key component of this project is the development of the pueblo’s agricultural land. This includes growing a diverse collection of crops that are adaptable to arid lands: fruits, berries, vegetables, medicinal herbs and important traditional native foods such as corn, beans, squash and chile. It also includes the raising of various livestock for nutritional needs: goats for milk and cheese, chickens for meat and eggs and bees for honey.  Seeds are harvested and processed and the pueblo is currently harvesting seeds for Seeds for Change, herbs for Herbs Etcetera in Santa Fe, Vitality Works and Pueblo People. 
The Pueblo of Tesuque has already begun its educational outreach, it holds a number of workshops and education programs to complement the farm and the 4th  Annual Symposium for Food and Seed Sovereignty scheduled for September 25th & 26th, 2009
The Tesuque Agricultural Initiative is important for three reasons. First, because it helps to reestablish ancient native traditions of agricultural sustainability and reconnects people with the earth, food and nutrition.  Second, because it is important for communities throughout the world to live in a sustainable manner— growing and consuming food locally relies less on modern transportation and industry. Third, because the development of various agricultural microenterprises can generate financial benefits for both the pueblo and its members, they all may be inspired to implement their own systems. This is an important step toward financial independence. 

Picuris Pueblo

Once one of the largest northern Pueblos early in the fifteenth century, today the Picuris population has shrunk to less than three hundred.  While Picurís is the smallest of New Mexico's 19 pueblo tribes, it enjoys a rich cultural heritage and abundant recreational opportunities. The 200 year old San Lorenzo mission was recently restored using original building methods, hand-hewn corbels, vigas, and various artifacts found during excavation. 
The Picuris Pueblo is also part of the InterTribal Bison Cooperative, ITBC incorporated as a non-profit 501(c) (3) Tribal organization in 1992 and is currently made up of 57 Tribes spanning 19 states. ITBC is committed to restoring bison to Tribal lands in a manner that promotes cultural enhancement, spiritual revitalization, ecological restoration and economic development, while remaining compatible with each member tribes’ traditional beliefs and practices. ITBC is governed by a Board of Directors, which is comprised of one tribally designated representative from each member tribe.  They currently supply each member of the Pueblo with bison and also sell at local markets and are the main supplier to Hotel Santa Fe.  

The Picuris Pueblo, with support from the Lannan Foundation recently won an aboriginal title claim to stop destruction of a sensitive cultural site by industrial mica mining companies.  Picuris has beens fighting to protect the tribe's clay resources which tribal members use for cultural and spiritual purposes. The clay is located on aboriginal lands now in the hands of the U.S. Forest Service. The Picuris craftsmen produce an unusual pottery, different from most Pueblo art, in that it is strictly urilitarian and without ornament.  It is made of micaceous clay and has an interesting texture with a subtle glitter caused by the small chips of mica in the mixture.

In addition to the Picurís Pueblo village attractions, the pueblo is a majority owner in a partnership that operates the Hotel Santa Fe in Santa Fe, NM location of IFIP’s 7th Annual Conference.

AGENDA
8:00 am

Depart Hotel Santa Fe for Tesuque Farm
8:30-11:30 am

Demonstration and tour of Farm

12:30-1:30 pm 
Traditional Picuris Lunch

1:30-2:30 pm       
Tour of pueblo sacred sites
2:30-3:30 pm

pottery demonstration

3:30-4:30 pm 

InterTribal Bison Cooperative

                










