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Indigenous cultures are not even on
the radarscreen for most funders,
but a new nonprofit organization is

changing that by connecting donors

and indigenous peoples.

By Brendan FWhite

1 the age of §6, Ugandan-born Bernard Kibirige, a
member of the Muganda tribe, found himself bearing a
burden carried by many children in his country: he lost
both parents tw AITYS. Being the eddest child in a family
of 10, he assumed full responsibility in caring for his
voumnper siblings.

It was a difficuly undertaking, Upanda is the least-de-
veloped country in East Africa. and its economy kargely
survives on the support of donor institutions aod part-
et mations, Children compose nearly half of the popu-
lagion, and the poverty rate is an alarming 80 percent.
Diiseases such as AINS and makaria have killed millions
nf l_.'s.andamr, p»:_'ﬂil!i.r.:l]: instalhiliny and a 20-year civil war
in the northeri part of the country have killed millions
more, To compound the difficulty, one-quarter af all
howssholds in Uganda host at Jeast one orphasned child.

I's a responsibility that Kibirige knows all 100 well,
and it helps guide his work as the executive director of
the Saph Integrated Training Cemter [SITC], an indige-
nous nonpeofit organization that helps Ugandan chil-
dren hieal their spirits, minds, and bodies by providing
clementary school education, vocational skills training,
paychiosocial support, and assistance in upholding in-
dividual rights {SITC is focused on helping indigenous
children, but they do not tum any child mwy), Chil-
dren receive scholastic materials, food, cothang, med-
ical care, and shelter. “My experience of child-headed
Families explains the passion, determination and com-
ritment | have to help so many other orphaned chil-
dren in Uganda,” Kibirige savs. "Children are now
prowing up under very haphaeard conditions at a bevel

that makes them grow Gster than their actual ages. This
culls for our urgent jodnt intervention o redeem our
future generation.

Chrganizations like SITC, which often are frontline
service providers to the most marginaliced peoples,
continug o be disproportionately underfunded.
That's whiy it is so important that Kibirige and others
like him were able to present their case at the livterna-
tional Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP] annual
conference in May 20068, at the Ford Foundation in
Mew York, The opportunity to participate at the annu-
al gathering of donors is unique for indigenous lead
ers and representatives who aren't part of most formal
conference agendas,

In 2006, the Foundation Center conducted a survey
of Fundations and found that of the 53,8 allion foun-
dations pave for international projects in 2005, only
three-tenths of one percent went 1o support indigenous
peoples. And 71 percent of that indigenous support
came from ome source; the Ford Foundation. The virtu-
al absence of direct intermational funding for indipe-
nous projects and communities has not gone unnoticed
in the grantmaking community. In the past decade,
donors have voiced the need 1o more effectively manage
their grantmaking 1o support remate communities, o
raise the awareness of mdigenous ssues, and o incresse
the involvement of indigenous peoples in the philan-
thropic arena. Those voses culminated in the areatiom
of International Funders for Indigenous Peoples.,

TFIP was founded m 1999 and incorporated as a mon-
profit in 2006, with offices on the Akwesasne Mohawk




Indlian Reservation in New York It secks 1o I""'Ir' the
most ompoverished and Ill1dl'r'h'|"rl.'u.'||l.|.'d Cormmurni

ties around the world by exd wcsing donoss on the com-
plex problems faced by indigenous peoples and the
unbgue s of mses that socomnpanies indigenous-fo

cused philanthropy. Initiatives that appear straightfor

ward can ofien mask historical and social tensions thar
underscore many indigenous fssues and can actually
disrupt commasnities rather than help them. In addi-
tion, donors who work with indigenows commumities
and organizations Bce challenges a a result of language
and cubural differences and geographic isokstion,

T accomiplish its goals, IFTP coordinates a variety of
informational scssions at major donor conferences, or-
pamzes annual and international comferenees .'||.;;~ thie
one i Mew York, distributes a biannuoal newsletter o
the philanthropic commmunity, and maintsins an infor
meational website, And o ena MITApE donors, il presenis
the anmual [FIP awerd 1o the funder who makes the
oL l.'-ulxl..'nu_hng contribagtion ko |r||:l'ig_¢|'|n|_|h suppart
cach vear. This year, the award weni to the Christensen
Fund. which gives gramts to maintain cultoral and hio
logical diversity in the world.

Earlier this year, IFIP parinered with the Levi Stranss
Poundation to host its sixth annual conference, this
tirme in San Francisco, “I'm thrilled that [FIPs confir
endes can bring indigenous issues to the forefront of the
philanthropic commmunity,” said Evelyn Arce-Whire, ex-
eculive director for [FIF *This time we brought togeth-
er more than 170 donors, indigenows keaders, and
nongovernmental organteations from all over the world
tes eliscuss critical issues like global warming, kand rights,
social-change philanthropy, and the UM Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples”

Chve notable session was the panel discussdon on

global warming in the Arctic and its effects on indige-
s |n'|-|1||'- Sarah James. a board member of the
Crwichin Steering Committes, testified fiest-hand o the
impact of extreme climate change on the traditional
lifeways of Arctic communities, noting thas about 75
percent of her people’s diet is still wild meat, berries,
and rososts, s that their activitie: ane |'||'i|'|'|.|ri|'. Frumt-
ing, fishing, and gathering. “In Aleka” she said, “ihere
are X wilksges, and in cach of the villages their major
CONCETN 18 respect for their traditsenal spEistence wily
of lving, There are abowt 500,000 incigenous people
trowm approcimately 30 different tribes wathin the Arctic
region for whom climate change is very real, Tn my life
I've seen extreme changes™

kimes told her sudience about heat waves i the Are-
tic, fain in the middle al winger, the alsencoe of hiees fioe
pollinate plants, the appearance of southern animals,
melting permafrost, and a shifting tree line. Her ohser-
vations red like a ground report on what *unsustain-
able economy™ looks like to peoples who live an the
land. Insgead of offering detailed technical recommen
dations, James offered a solution s simple, w0 often
quoded, and yet so important and so difficult to schieve
that it may be the supreme challenge for the philan
I|1n.||:li.|: CONMTHENIRY N COMming generations: “We've e
tor have a spiritual connection to the Earth, 1o respect
the Earth”
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