[image: image1.jpg]INTERNATIONAL FUNDERS

ror INDIGENOUS PEOPLES





CALL FOR SESSIONS

IFIP’s Eleventh Annual Conference

Toward a Better World: 

Strengthening Indigenous Sustainability
San Francisco, California
Proposal Deadline: 
February 27, 2012

Submit to:

support@internationalfunders.org
Further Information:
 call 1-518-358-9500 (EST)
International Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP), an affinity group of the Council on Foundations, serves grantmakers committed to sharing knowledge, building coalitions, and increasing funding to Indigenous Peoples.

IFIP creates a bridge where the philanthropic and Indigenous worlds meet to understand and collaborate with each other. IFIP serves both communities by initiating meetings that otherwise would never happen. 

. --As participants repeat year after year, there is no comparable opportunity for deep engagement among grantmakers, NGOs, and Indigenous leaders from around the globe. 

This year’s theme, Toward a Better World: Strengthening Indigenous Sustainability, recognizes important contributions from both worlds to honor and defend our Mother Earth. 

Conference Overview

As a strategy to alternate locations between the two worlds of IFIP – Indigenous communities and Philanthropy, this year’s Conference will be held in San Francisco, a hub of foundations, private donors and ngos that support Indigenous peoples.  

From May 16-18, global leaders from both worlds will converge at the Kabuki Hotel in Japantown. Itself a bridge between The East and the West, the hotel operates also according to the principles of sustainability, from the soaps and shampoo bottles donated to the Clean the World Foundation to the facility-wide composting system and the Rainforest Alliance-certified coffee restaurant and lounge.  This boutique hotel was founded by renowned thought leader and CEO of the Joie de Vivre Hospitality, Chip Conley, a committed philanthropist who spearheads a movement to create a new corporate paradigm based on emotional fluency and social responsibility. 

In other words, the Kabuki Hotel is the perfect host for a conference focused on moving Toward a Better World. We will be honored that Chip Conley will welcome us on May 16th to his hotel.


Track 1:  Investing in Indigenous Models of Sustainable Development
 
As more investors dedicate portfolios to mission-driven funds, they are demanding hard data about the social and environmental impact of their investments. Four years ago, a Social Investment Forum survey on SRI and Indigenous peoples found that 75% of respondents included IP social screens in their human rights screens; and 23.5% reported explicit IP screens. –This trend was well underway even before the US officially adopted the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).


Meanwhile Indigenous leaders anticipate what one called ‘rich-to-rich’ relationships, in which communities whose recognized ancestral lands hold the last remnants of the world’s natural resources negotiate on equal standing with investors. It is their hope that Indigenous people’s spirituality, worldviews and practices are calculated into the metrics of what is truly valued.
 
Sessions in this track cover the full spectrum of issues, including; Venture Philanthropy and creating social change using business principles; Indigenous and holistic models of economic alternatives; investing in Indigenous women and leaders; women’s traditional knowledge systems and social entrepreneur; where the head and the heart meet on a program level; RIO plus 20 and the growing trend of land grabs on Indigenous lands by foreign governments, and corporations, among others. 
 
Track 2:  Strengthening Partnerships and Alliances
 
In the past three decades, Indigenous peoples have garnered support from ngo’s and funders for a wide spectrum of issues including: environmental defense, health, education, land rights, culture and the arts, human rights, and spirituality. The UN Permanent Forum, held in NYC every May to gather over 2,000 indigenous representatives from around the globe, is a testament to their perseverance and success.
 
These communities seek an integrated approach that includes spiritual, social, economic, and cultural rights. Despite the history of injustice with dominant cultures, Indigenous Peoples are eager to work with governments, ngo’s, and philanthropic organizations -- as long as there is a spirit of peaceful co-existence and mutual benefit.
 
This track explores practical strategies for creating productive partnerships that yield sustainable and long-term alliances, such as: how grantees build partnerships and engage communities at the grassroots level; how funders are fostering these efforts; the advantages of collaboration with social justice movements, including those working for women’s and disability rights and environmental justice.
 
Potential sessions include: How social media is used as an effective tool for social change; inclusion of Indigenous voices; effective strategies against land grabs and establishing full recognition of ancestral lands and practices; building capacity of Indigenous communities; redressing the balance of power in relationships; increasing opportunities for partnerships and alliance-building to advance the Indigenous movement.
 
Track 3:  Protecting Ancestral Territories and Safeguarding Human Rights
 
With a combined population of 370 million spread across six continents, Indigenous Peoples make up the world‘s largest minority. Yet despite landmark advances in land claim settlements and reparations, they still face enormous obstacles to asserting their rights.
 
The recent UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) has emerged as a tool for both human and earth rights. For funders, UNDRIP presents a new framework that combines human rights, social justice, and environmental sustainability. For Indigenous communities it gives international force to local struggles for basic human rights. The victory of the Q’eqchi Maya of Belize to hold a signatory government to the UNDRIP principles has the potential to inspire similar cases across the globe. 
 
International mechanisms, such as ILO Convention 169, UNDRIP and even REDD, have opened a space for official recognition of the Earth as a being is an important expression of Indigenous culture. As a result, respect for Mother Earth could be required under that right, at least on Indigenous lands. This nascent school of thought could hold profound repercussions for Indigenous and environmental defense strategies and widespread recognition of Indigenous worldviews in the future.
 
These sessions include:  Social inclusion, Gender and Disability Rights in Indigenous communities; Indigenous rights and social justice movements; REDD; the latest advances of the UN Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples and other international mechanisms; and the nexus where climate justice meets food security and land rights.


 Eligibility


Session proposals may be submitted by:

· Individual donors whom have given $10,000 or more in grants to Indigenous causes 

· Individuals who work in IFIP member institutions

· International and Regional grantmaking organizations
For Accepted Sessions Only:

ONE speaker from each accepted session will receive:

· Waiver for the registration fee of IFIP’s 2012 conference 

· Complimentary lodging for May 16, 17, and 18 at the conference site in shared rooms with other speakers. The subsidy is for one speaker per accepted session, only.

IFIP strongly encourages that this support be used for Indigenous speakers. 

All other speakers invited to participate in accepted sessions are expected to pay for their own travel, lodging, and conference registration expenses.
Session Development

Please use the following considerations as guidelines to organizing a workshop session.

· Sessions should have no more than four speakers

· Content should contain current information relevant to the conference theme and tracks: 
Theme: Toward a Better World: Strengthening Indigenous Sustainability
Track 1:  Investing in Indigenous Models of Sustainable Development
Track 2:  Strengthening Partnerships and Alliances
Track 3:  Protecting Ancestral Territories and Safeguarding Human Rights
· If you are uncertain about your session’s relevancy to the theme, please contact 
IFIP at 1-518-358-9500.

· IFIP may request modifications to accepted proposals, to serve donors of particular level(s).

· Eligible applicants may submit more than one session proposal.

· All sessions should discuss the grantmaking process and/or how partnerships in the field can be most effective.  Models to be emulated should be shared, with discussion of ways to adopt and adapt successful methodologies to other projects.

· Sessions should provide strategies for donors to become more effective in their portfolio analysis and grantmaking to Indigenous programs.

· Sessions should represent different points of view and must include Indigenous representation along with donor perspectives.

· Sessions should be highly interactive among speakers and audience.

· Each session will be 90 minutes, including introductions, panelist discussions, and Q&A

IFIP Call for Sessions 2012

1. Proposed Session Title: ______________________________________________
2. Session Objectives: What will participants achieve in your session? 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
3. Proposed Track: (check one)

_____________Investing in Indigenous Models of Sustainable Development
_____________Strengthening Partnerships and Alliances
_____________Protecting Ancestral Territories and Safeguarding Human Rights
4. Session Description

Please write a concise, informative, action-oriented description that provides important facts and generates excitement about your session, keeping your session objectives and in mind. 
Maximum 100 words. 
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
5.  Session Discussion Leaders

The maximum (including facilitator) is 4 speakers per session.

IFIP encourages Indigenous participation in panel discussions.

1) Moderator: Name:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________   Contact: ___________________

2) Name: ___________________  Contact: ___________________

3) Name: ___________________  Contact: ___________________

4) Name: ___________________  Contact: ___________________

Submitted by: 

Name: _____________________________________________________

Contact:  ___________________________________________________
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