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PRESS RELEASE 

THE SIDNEY MYER FUND AND THE MYER FOUNDATION TO RECEIVE 

2010 ANNUAL IFIP AWARD

AKWESASNE, NY, MARCH 26, 2010 - International Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP) announces The Sidney Myer Fund and The Myer Foundation as this year’s recipient of the prestigious 2010 IFIP Award in recognition of their outstanding progress towards improving Indigenous education and well-being and support for better natural resource management in Australia. The award presentation will be the first to honor a contributing foundation based outside of North America. The Sidney Myer Fund and The Myer Foundation will be honored at the Annual IFIP Awards Celebration during the Ninth Annual Conference themed, “Building and Sustaining Coalitions: Finding Common Ground for Education, Environment and Human Rights Advocacy,”  May 15-17, 2010 in Tofino, Vancouver Island, BC. 


IFIP is an affinity group of the Council on Foundations dedicated to assembling international grant donors in support of Indigenous philanthropies and fostering funding partnerships to improve the lives of Indigenous people globally. IFIP accomplishes this by increasing knowledge and understanding of the unique issues faced by Indigenous Peoples by facilitating dialog among its grant-making members and between that membership and Indigenous communities. The Annual IFIP Conference is the largest vehicle bringing grant donors and Indigenous communities together for meaningful dialog and respectful interaction. 


The IFIP Award honors a foundation or individual that has demonstrated outstanding success in increasing philanthropic support for Indigenous peoples around the world. 
The first Award recipient was Susan Berresford, then President of the Ford Foundation, for her leadership in increasing a greater commitment from a philanthropic institution for international Indigenous sustainable projects and communities. Last year’s recipient, the Garfield Foundation was honored in recognition of the integrated fashion in which they worked with indigenous communities to sustain biodiversity in the Chaco region of South America. 


The Sidney Myer Fund and The Myer Foundation are committed to carrying out long-term strategic efforts. They support organizations working in Indigenous affairs to improve Indigenous well-being through several core programs. Myer philanthropy addresses concerns of disadvantaged Australian Aboriginal communities through their Poverty and Disadvantage, and Education programs, taking proactive steps to improve education among Aboriginal youth. They address concerns of natural resource management on Aboriginal territories through their Sustainability and the Environment program that provides culturally appropriate research, education and support to Indigenous communities. Due to their ambitious commitments and strategic efforts, IFIP honors these two linked foundations of the Myer family as demonstrating outstanding efforts to increase philanthropic support for Indigenous peoples.

The Chief Executive Officer of the Sidney Myer Fund and The Myer Foundation, Christine Edwards, said “We are fortunate that Myer has a long history of strategic philanthropy, and that the Boards of both entities are progressive in their approaches to contemporary philanthropic practice.”  Christine will travel to Tofino, B.C. to attend the Annual IFIP Conference and to receive the IFIP Award.


Registration for the Ninth Annual IFIP Conference is currently available to individual donors and foundations who do grant-making. Register on-line at www.internationalfunders.org, by phone (518) 358 - 9500, by fax (518) 358 - 9544, or by email, ifip@internationalfunders.org
For more information contact, Evelyn Arce, Executive Director for International Funders for Indigenous Peoples, Tel: (518) 358 - 9500, email: evelyn@internationalfunders.org
. 


