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IFIP’s Tenth Annual Conference

Indigenous Peoples and Philanthropy:  Strengthening Alliances for the Next Seven Generations 

Oneida Nation and Resort, Central New York
International Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP), an affinity group of the Council on Foundations, serves grantmakers committed to sharing knowledge, building coalitions, and increasing funding to Indigenous Peoples.

IFIP creates a bridge where the philanthropic and Indigenous worlds meet to understand and collaborate with each other. IFIP serves both communities by initiating meetings that otherwise would never happen. 

A special feature of IFIP conferences—unique among donor affinity groups—is the opportunity for personal, deep engagement among grantmakers, NGOs, and Indigenous leaders from around the world. Indigenous participation offers immediate feedback, sharper perspective, and greater meaning to donor discussions of grantmaking methodologies.

Conference Overview

IFIP’s Tenth Annual Conference on Haudenosaunee territory in upstate New York coincides with the United Nations Permanent Forum for Indigenous Issues, which runs from May 16-27 in New York City. 
This is a rare opportunity to interact with a critical mass of Indigenous leaders from around the world and donors based around the city. Both will offer their unique insight and experience on how to build viable and effective philanthropic partnerships.  

Oneida Resort and Territory

The Oneida Turning Stone resort is only a four-hour drive from New York City and half an hour from Syarcuse Hancock international airport, which is served by 17 airlines. The resort, which includes four hotels, is run by the Oneida Nation Foundation, whose leadership welcome IFIP participants.

As IFIP itself is located on Akwesasne – Mohawk Nation territory, this year’s conference on Haudenosaunee territory is a homecoming for us as an organization. Original members of the Iroquois League, or Haudenosaunee, the Mohawk were known as the "Keepers of the Eastern Door." 

Haudenosaunee leaders were invited to Philadelphia in May 1776 – weeks before the Declaration of Independence was adopted.  John Hancock, president of the Congress, welcomed the Haudenosaunee delegation as “brothers,” and on June 11, 1776, the Haudenosaunee responded by giving Hancock the name “Karanduawn,” or “The Great Tree.”
We hope that this spirit of brotherhood and collaboration emanates from the founding history of our country into the historic work undertaken at this 10th anniversary conference. 

 
Tracks 

Track 1:  Indigenous Knowledge and Technology:  Bridging Science and Tradition
While many industrialized societies have the lost transmission from generation to generation, more than 300 million Indigenous peoples have not.  Thousands of years have honed a highly evolved awareness and time-tested set of ‘best practices’ that are improving Indigenous peoples ability to understand and mitigate the impact of human activity upon the environment. By extending their enquiry into the timeless traditional knowledge and wisdom of long-resident, oral peoples, scientists are moving the borders of scientific inquiry toward formalized a branch of biological and ecological science, called "traditional ecological knowledge," TEK. 

The traditional ecological knowledge of Indigenous peoples is scientific, in the sense that it is empirical, experimental, and systematic. It differs in two important respects from Western science, however: traditional ecological knowledge is highly localized and social. Its focus is the web of relationships between humans, animals, plants, natural forces, spirits, and land forms in a particular locality, as opposed to the discovery of universal 'laws”.  These sessions would discuss how the scientific and Indigenous worlds can mutually benefit in closer study, collaboration, and respect. 
Track 2:  Resilience:  Climate change, Resource management and Indigenous practices for Sustainability
Indigenous resilience is based on their innate capacities and focuses on success rather than overcoming challenges. It is considered as a reawakening of the social and cultural resiliencies that indigenous peoples used to sustain them throughout challenges.
Resilience Theory is a discussion about how communities and societies will adapt to climate change. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has identified regions most at risk of climate change (the Arctic, Africa, small islands and the ‘megadeltas’ in Africa and Asia)  -- all with high concentrations of Indigenous peoples. Despite their millennia of experience with climate change and the real possibility of extinction, Indigenous peoples have had no formal role, no real voice, in climate discussions. 
 Yet Indigenous peoples have not only practiced sustainability for thousands of years, last year the largest Indigenous summit on climate change created a blueprint of practical strategies to radically reduce climate change, otherwise known as the Anchorage Declaration.
 Sessions may explore Indigenous Peoples solutions to climate change, their success with political and diplomatic strategies, and the possibility of large-scale adoption of Indigenous sustainability practices.
Track 3:  UNDRIP and Indigenous Movements
The UN Declaration of Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) is central to working with Indigenous communities and is a key mechanism of defense and preservation. A standard for both human rights and environmental sustainability, UNDRIP provides a valuable framework for environmental, human rights and governance issues. Last December President Obama announced at the White House Tribal Conference that he was reversing the US’ opposing stand against UNDRIP, which brings greater urgency to understanding its components. 
For grantmakers, US adoption of UNDRIP could lead toward a metrics of environmental or social performance, as well as standards for disclosure, with a potential for investment benchmarks in Indigenous projects. UNDRIP could also play a vital role toward the objectives of the Global Reporting Initiative to delineate a universal framework for accounting for sustainability.
There also has been an emergence of Indigenous movements globally that seek specific rights for the Indigenous populations they represent. These rights include the right to self determination and the right to preserve their culture and heritage. 
This sessions may explore current trends of Indigenous movements and how the donor and international community can partner in a respectful manner using a rights based approach. It will also explore ways to use UNDRIP in the donor community.
PAGE  

