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Building and Sustaining Coalitions: Finding Common Ground for Education, Environment and Human Rights Advocacy

 Track 1 transformative education
SATURDAY, May 15, 2010
	11:00am - 

12:30pm


	Remembering Our Past, Reclaiming Our Future: Innovative ways of integrating traditional knowledge and practices with present-day community engagement

In our rush to protect biodiversity hotspots and build resilience to climate change we can easily overlook the loss of traditional spaces and customs for the precious inter-generational transfer of wisdom and traditional ecological knowledge. An emerging array of innovative educational methods create space for reflection and dialogue in which participants can draw on indigenous knowledge, practices and beliefs to meet current challenges facing their communities. They also help ensure the transmission of this cultural wealth to future generations, by involving youth and reviving cultural elements, such as language and stories. This workshop will explore examples from Latin American and Africa, including the dynamic use of bio-cultural celebrations in schools, rites of passage, spiritual practices and community dialogues. We will learn about a north-south partnership that integrates innovative arts-based methods with indigenous traditions to help rural Mayan communities in Guatemala move toward greater well-being and self-determination. Speakers from the Amazon and Kenya will share their experiences and the intergenerational processes at the heart of their work. We will engage in a discussion of how donors can respond more effectively to these challenges and opportunities and help build coalitions for transformative education.
	Co-Facilitators:
Sulemana Abudulai Gaia Foundation (UK)

Jessica Brown, New England Biolabs Foundation (US)

Panelists:

· Anank Nunink Nunkai, Traditional Shuar Uwishin from the Ecuadorian Amazon Rainforest  
· Gathuru Mburum, Institute for Culture and Ecology (Kenya)
· Ezequiel Tot, Fundenor AQ’AB’AL (Guatemala)
· Clare Dowd, ArtCorps (USA)

	2:00pm -

3:30pm
	Indigenous Scholarship: 

Creating a dedicated fund for higher education

Talented colleagues from Indigenous communities are looking for opportunities to expand their formal training. An educational focus on biocultural diversity, democratic process and global citizenry would enable Indigenous students to meet the challenges facing their communities, rather than alienating them from their ancestry. The current enrolment and drop-out rate of Indigenous students in various institutions suggests funding, logistical support and mentoring support are still lacking. In an interactive round-table session, we will explore how grant-makers and NGOs can reverse this state of affairs by removing significant hurdles to the success of Indigenous Scholarship.


	Facilitator:

Gary Martin, Global Diversity Foundation

Panelists: 

· Nancy Turner, Professor - University of Victoria

· Dr. Octaviana Trujillo, Professor - Northern Arizona University

· Linda Different Cloud, Ethnobotanist (Lakota/Catawba)
· Samuel Araiza, Executive Director - Fundación Tarahumara José A. Llaguno, A.B.P.





SUNDAY, May 16, 2010
	10:30am -

12:00pm
	The Digital Divide: Unlocking innovative access to gain ground on culture, education and language preservation and promotion

Explore the exciting rise of community portals, digital tools and internet networking to unlock innovative channels for communication and cultural expression among Indigenous Peoples around the world. The rapid evolution of technical capabilities worldwide can enhance the transmission and promotion of cultures and languages, while developing increased educational opportunities, improved livelihoods and empowerment. How can we improve digital inclusion through grant-making that sustains indigenous peoples, allows them to appropriate suitable new options and ensures that their languages and cultures form a vibrant, living part of humanity's future? Come and discuss partnership projects of the First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation, FirstVoices and Living Cultural Storybases implemented in British Columbia, Africa, Latin America, Central Asia and South Pacific. Initiatives include creating participatory media hubs and community radio, linking tangible and intangible cultural heritage using digital technology, developing education programs to maintain oral traditions, cultural healing and language promotion programs, and creating economic opportunities such as tourism.  


	Facilitator:
Gleb Raygorodetsky 

The Christensen Fund

Panelists: 

· Dan Smith, Vice President – First Peoples’ Cultural Foundation

· Peter Brand, Coordinator – FirstVoices

· Nicolas Villaume, Living Cultural Storybases’

	2:00pm – 

4:30pm


	Building Sustainable Economies in First Nations Communities

With limited business capacity and financial resources First Nation groups can have a difficult time developing and maintaining healthy economies within their communities. It takes strong leadership, sound business practices, and solid relationships and partnerships to overcome these challenges to realize success over the long-term. This session will discuss the challenges facing indigenous communities in depth and will give examples of how some communities have triumphed over obstacles and created successful ventures, which in turn have led to healthier communities. This session will also demonstrate how a coordinated grassroots approach to building capacity and partnerships between communities, funders and educational institutions are the solution.
	Facilitator:
Tim Dykman

Ocean Revolution
Panelists: 

· Octaviana V. Trujillo, Professor of Applied Indigenous Studies – Northern Arizona University 
· Don Tillapaugh, Director – Centre for Shellfish Research
· Dave Mannix, Coast Opportunity Fund

· Alberto Mellado, Comca’ac Native Aquaculture

· Koren Bear, Centre for Shellfish Research


