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Building and Sustaining Coalitions: Finding Common Ground for Education, Environment and Human Rights Advocacy
 Track 3 Human rights
SATURDAY, May 15, 2010
	11:00 am - 

12:30 pm


	From Local to Global: Implementing the U.N. Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in policy and funding decision-making; including a discussion of the impact of UNDRIP on reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD) related policy making on Indigenous peoples

We will present an overview of selected projects and campaigns to implement the UNDRIP – from actions taken at local communities to international efforts of indigenous peoples and non-indigenous allies to include UNDRIP in UN Climate negotiations in Copenhagen and beyond including a discussion of the impacts of REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) on indigenous peoples.  We’ll hear first-hand reports from the International Peoples Summit on Climate Change that will have just taken place in Cochabamba, Bolivia.

	Facilitator:

Gleb Raygorodetsky, 

The Christensen Fund
Panelists: 

· Julio Cusurichi Palacios, Advisor – COINBAMAD (Consejo Indigena del Bajo Madre de Dios, 
· Harry Jonas, founder and co-Director of Natural Justice 
· Marjo Vierros, United    

Nations University

· Claire Greensfelder

   Advisor – The Lia Fund

   Coordinator, Conversations

with the Earth/Land Is Life 


	2:00 pm -

3:30 pm
	Establishing and Running Effective Indigenous Trust Funds: Practical Challenges and Approaches
Trust funds have long appealed to funders and indigenous leaders alike for their potential to provide dedicated, long-term support for conservation, culture, and other priorities in specific communities and/or places. However, establishing such funds—especially in ways that most benefit indigenous peoples—has proven difficult.  Drawing on experience from three funds from around the globe, the speakers will provide practical answers to questions about creating, managing and governing effective trust funds, focusing particular attention on the roles of philanthropists and indigenous peoples.


	Facilitator:

Henrietta Marrie, The Christensen Fund

Panelists: 

· Jim Walker and Leah  Talbot, Wungal Environment Foundation, Australia  
· Sandra Pierantozzi, Micronesia Conservation Trust

· Dave Mannix and Scott Rehmus, Coast Opportunity Funds







SUNDAY, May 16, 2010
	10:30 am -

12:00 pm
	A Toolbox For Environmental Stewardship and Sovereignty: Lessons from the Arctic and North Pacific
The North Pacific and adjacent Arctic Seas are home to indigenous people who have evolved intricate relationships with land and ocean resources over many generations.  The well-being of Alaska’s Native and British Columbia’s First Nations communities is intricately related to the health of these resources.  We will highlight the leadership and transferable tools that the Bering Sea Elders Advisory Council, Kitasoo/Xai’xais, and Gitga’at First Nation are using to strengthen cultural preservation through a combination of spatial technologies and traditional knowledge in order to protect subsistence rights and title in traditional territories.

	Facilitator:
Anne Henshaw, Oak Foundation
Meaghan Calcari
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Panelists: 

· Fred K. Phillip, Bering Sea Elders Advisory Group
· Doug Neasloss, Kitasoo/Xai’xais
· Kyle Clifton, Gitga’at Lands and Resources Stewardship Society

	2:00 pm – 

4:30 pm


	Indigenous Women: Planting seeds for the future

From the heart of Indigenous communities, women continue to protect their lands and ways of life, and transmit knowledge and wisdom to younger generations. Supporting indigenous women is one of the most effective ways to support indigenous peoples. Tierra Madre Fund and Land is Life will demonstrate how NGO’s can facilitate fruitful collaborative partnerships between Indigenous women and their organizations, Tribes and educational programs, strengthening relationship-based networks where Elders can pass on valuable knowledge and educators can teach relevant techniques in today’s world. This session will discuss the challenges that indigenous women face, and start a conversation on innovative and direct ways to support indigenous women in their efforts to promote and protect their rights, lands and cultures. Learn how successful programs have already forged pathways of community learning, a return to balanced Indigenous lifeways, and about exciting plans for the future re-localization of local food systems and creating legacies of health and prosperity.

	Co-Facilitators:
Susan Balbas, Executive Director – Tierra Madre Fund

Brian Keane, 

Executive Director – Land is Life

Panelists:

· Elise Krohn, NW Indian Drug and Alcohol Treatment Center
· Valerie Segrest, Traditional Plants Cooperative Extension Program at NW Indian College
· Florina Lopez, Abya Yala Indigenous Women’s Biodiversity Network, Panama
· Justa Cabrerra, of Asamblea del Pueblo Guarani of Bolivia


