
 

 

 

The 

SPrInG/SuMMer 2008 

On The GrOund: 

IFIP Facilitates Donor 
Access to Mesoamerica 

In its quest to increase support for Indigenous Peoples on the 
ground, International Funders for Indigenous Peoples (IFIP) 
decided to take a risk: they organized their very first regional 

convening focused on the Mesoamerica region in Queretaro, 
Mexico. The gathering brought nearly 200 people together from all 
over the world. The convening theme, Awakening Consciousness 
and Forming Alliances: Indigenous Peoples and Philanthropy, 
symbolized the start of new beginnings. The goal was threefold: 
to bring donors, nGO’s and regional Indigenous leaders together, 
to increase awareness of Indigenous issues in the region, and to 
encourage further collaboration between all three groups to start the 
dialogue for a more effective mechanism of funding for Indigenous 
Peoples in the Mesoamerican area. 

(continued on page 2) 

InTernATIOnAl FunderS FOr 
IndIGenOuS PeOPleS AnnuAl AWArd 
Walter and Duncan Gordon 
Foundation, May 4, 2008 
In recognition of their efforts to support 
First nations, Inuit and other northern 
Peoples to shape public policy reflective 
of and reinforcing cultural priorities 
and traditions. 
“Congratulations to the Foundation on 
the award. It is well deserved. The Walter 
and Duncan Gordon Foundation has 
facilitated so much good work in the 
Canadian Arctic and has been so helpful 
in getting Northern peoples messages 
out to the broader Canadian public and 
internationally as well. Arctic Athabaskan 
Council thanks you for the support that 
you have given us over the years and the 
relationships that you have developed 
with our communities. It’s made a huge 
difference. Once again, congratulations!” 
Cindy dickson 
Executive Director, Arctic Athabaskan Council 

2008 Mexico and Central American Regional Convening, Queretaro 
Mexico, January 18-20, 2008 

Lt to Rt, James Stauch, Program Manager 
at Gordon Foundation, Patrick Johnston, 
President and CEO of Gordon Foundation, 
Evelyn Arce-White of IFIP and Theresa Fay 
Bustillos, Chair of IFIP and Director of Levi 
Strauss Foundation- IFIP Annual Award 
presented at Council on Foundations 



  

   
 

 
   

  
  

On The GrOund: IFIP Facilitates donor Access to Mesoamerica (continued from page 1) 

One of IFIP’s main supporters, Ms. diane Christensen remarked “It 
was a great idea to hold something here that is accessible to people 
from Mexico and Central America. It enables donors to hear from 
participants they wouldn’t normally have the chance to.  It also 
encourages a different level of participation - more staff pertinent to 
the region. This is the first one of these and people seem to be very 
curious and supportive.” 

IFIP is a unique organization in that it focuses specifically on 
building donor relations and increasing philanthropic support for 
Indigenous Peoples around the world. IFIP was envisaged as, and 
continues to be, a donors forum within which ideas are exchanged 
and linkages are created. Founded in 1999 as an affinity group 
of the Council on Foundations, IFIP is now an independent non-

The Foundation Center conducted a survey in 
2006 and found that of the $3.8 billion 
U.S. foundations gave for international 
projects in 2005, only .003% went to 
support Indigenous Peoples. 

profit based on the Akwesasne Mohawk reservation that straddles 
northern new York and Canada. 

According to IFIP, Indigenous cultures are rarely on the radar 
screen for most funders and receive only a tiny portion of 
international granting, despite increased awareness of their 
situation. The Foundation Center conducted a survey in 2006 and 
found that of the $3.8 billion u.S. foundations gave for international 
projects in 2005, only .003% went to support Indigenous Peoples.  
The virtual absence of direct international funding and modest 
domestic funding for Indigenous projects and communities should be 
of concern to the philanthropic community. 

The regional focus facilitated partnerships among philanthropists. 
Boston-based ecologic development Fund and Reforestamos Mexico 
took advantage of the event to sign an agreement to facilitate 
support for local communities. “We started trying to conserve forest 
biodiversity 5 years ago, but we have come to realize the only 
way to do that is through supporting the communities,” explained 

IFIP Conference Participants pose for a group picture at the El Cerrito Pyramid. 

ernesto herrera, 
executive director 
of Reforestamos 
Mexico. 

IFIP is hopeful 
that the regional 
meeting will 
help generate 
local support. Dr. Mirna Cunningham of 
Indigenous Nicaragua, one of IFIP’s 

Keynote speakers during ourcommunities 
2008 Mexico and Central make up about American Regional Convening, 

30% of the Queretaro Mexico, January 
population 18-20, 2008 

in Mexico, and in some states they are 
the majority. Yet, surprisingly few Mexican 
foundations support them. Together with 
the Mexican nGO Semillas, IFIP recently 
organized the first indigenous panel at an 
important Mexican philanthropy conference 
(CeMeFI), where thirty foundations attended. At 
least six Mexican foundations were present at 
the IFIP meeting. 

An ancient pyramid, a walk through the 
historic center of town, and cultural events 
in the evenings gave participants a taste of 
local reality. This was informative for program 
officers familiar with the region, but part of a 
learning curve for others. “My ‘Aha’ moment” 
one senior foundation officer commented, “was 
understanding that here the majority is treated 
like a minority.” Phil McManus, IFIP’s Planning 
Committee Member and Appleton Foundation 
Program Officer commented “Indigenous 
people may come to the meeting intimidated 
by the donors who they think are important and 
powerful. Then they have the opportunity to 
get to know them as people and recognize that 
they themselves are important and powerful.” 

The panels ranged from substantive issues 
specific to Mexico and Central America, such 
as the impact of the north American Free 
Trade Agreement (nAFTA) to discussions of 
the changing relationship between donors and 
grant recipients, also issues of human rights, 
traditional agriculture, land rights, cultural 
mapping, legal initiatives aimed at intellectual 
property rights and the protection of patents, 
management of ancestral lands, and language 
revitalization transcended borders and 
continents. The link between indigenous rights 
and environmental efforts was highlighted 
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On The GrOund: IFIP Facilitates donor Access to Mesoamerica (continued from page 2) 

during a number of panels. The Mac Arthur Foundation showcased 
two ecuadorian Indigenous groups, the Cofán and the Awa, who 
are on the forefront of efforts to protect ancestral lands, which are 
often centers of biodiversity. They addressed the need to strengthen 
indigenous organizational capacity as a conservation strategy. 

Supporting Indigenous organizations can be very complicated, as 
a panel on land rights demonstrated. Marcus Colchester, director 
of the england-based Forest Peoples Program, presented a report 
entitled “Opportunities and Strategic Guidance for Securing 
Indigenous Peoples’ land rights,” in which he summarized in 
broad strokes the current status of lands rights for Indigenous 
Peoples worldwide. There are countless inspiring examples of 
Indigenous Peoples controlling territory through legal frameworks 
or more creative means. But, he warns, for communities to enjoy 
full territorial rights “we must support their initiatives and frame 
projects to secure land rights within the broader struggle for self-
determination, which requires a long term partnership.” 

“The land rights panel gave donors a sense of how complicated 
the issue is,” said Joshua Mailman of the Mailman Foundation. 
As a result, he and lori udall of the Sacharuna Foundation have 
called for a land rights working group to be formed within IFIP. They 
contracted the Colchester report to provide baseline data to enable 
funders to make strategic interventions and collaborate on key land 
and resources rights claims. 

“As the result of presentations and conversations, some of which 
extended late into the night, many good stories and learning’s were 
swapped, new relationships launched, and dreams of a better future 
explored,” commented Jaune evans, formerly of lannan Foundation. 
“Perhaps it was a harbinger, of a smarter philanthropic era, a 
chance to bring exciting new ideas into the forefront of supporting 
environmental and cultural diversity” 

Monica larenas, Vice President, Fund for nonviolence shared, 
“The value of the regional meeting is the combination of working 
with funders interested in the same area but also with the voices 
of activists in high quality sessions that feature issues with voices 
from the communities. For example, it was educational in terms 
of learning about the united nations declaration on the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and how it might be applied. I can share those 
resources with our partners in Costa rica where the government still 
hasn’t signed on to IlO 169.” 

excitement over the newly approved 
united nations declaration on the rights of 
Indigenous Peoples permeated the gathering. 
The result of thirty years of debate, articulation 
and intervention by indigenous peoples, 
the declaration enshrines crucial concepts 
including self-determination, land rights, 
and free, prior and informed consent. The 
declaration process provided a strategic 
framework for indigenous initiatives in country 
and for international networks. now that it has 
been approved it can empower indigenous 
people to be full participants in any project, 
not the object of it. doctor Myrna Cunningham, 
Miskito from nicaragua, reminded participants 
in her keynote speech: “The implementation 
of the declaration begins when international 
cooperation agencies revise their policies and 
programs to agree with the international norms 
it establishes.” In other words, the declaration 
on the rights of Indigenous Peoples applies to 
foundations, too. 

Building on the success of the Mesoamerica 
gathering, plans are already underway for 
a second regional IFIP meeting in two years. 

IFIP is currently 
considering 
India to focus 
much needed 
attention to the 
Asia region. 
“The Adivasi 
have not had 
the opportunity 
to gather from 
all regions of 

India,” said Joshua Mailman, a member of 
IFIP’s board. “We could use the IFIP meeting to 
help organize that.” Wherever it is held next, 
and however long it takes, IFIP plans to take the 
meeting around the globe. like Indigenous 
movements everywhere, this process will continue. 

For more information on IFIP contact: 
evelyn Arce-White, executive director 
International Funders 
for Indigenous Peoples 
P.O. Box 1040, Akwesasne, nY 13655 
Tel: 1(518) 358-9500 
Fax: 1(518) 358-9544 
www.internationalfunders.org 

By: Melina Selverston-Scher, Ph.D. and Evelyn 
Arce-White, Executive Director, IFIP 

Guruji Sri Vast and Native 
dancers, at El Cerro de Sangre 
Mal, Queretaro, sacred 
site where the Chichimecas 
encountered the Spanish 
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 Geospatial Technologies 
for Indigenous Rights 

The Science and human rights Program (ShrP) of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) is 
reviewing opportunities for applying satellite imagery and 

mapping technologies to efforts to protect indigenous rights. This 
work is occurring as part of the Geospatial Technologies and 
human rights Project, which is funded by the MacArthur and Oak 
Foundations. The project seeks to develop and apply geospatial 
technologies to human rights issues, and work to date has included 
assessment and monitoring of violent conflicts in places like 
darfur and eastern Burma, documenting housing demolitions in 
Zimbabwe, and more. For indigenous rights, AAAS is cataloguing 
the accomplishments of other organizations in the past while 
experimenting with some projects of its own as well. 

Geospatial technologies, which include satellite imagery, mapping 
software, GPS tools, and more, have long been used in delineating 
and protecting indigenous lands and territorial rights. AAAS staff 
are reviewing and compiling the contributions made possible by 
these technologies to indigenous rights in the past, including the 
pioneering work of groups such as the Center for the Support of 
native lands and the Amazon Conservation Team. AAAS seeks 
to provide a single online source, documenting accomplishments 
and activities over the last fifteen years. Ideally, this information 
will allow other indigenous rights groups to better understand and 
access these technologies 
as they seek to protect 
and manage their own 
territories around the world. 

Geospatial technologies 
have offered tangible 
improvements to indigenous 
rights in numerous areas. 
The primary contribution 
they have made is to 
translate the traditional 

delineating indigenous rights. This is often done 
in a collaborative process, whereby indigenous 
groups work with mapping experts to create a 
clear geospatial description of their traditional 
lands, sacred sites, and more. regarding the 
protection of indigenous lands once they have 
been demarcated, that is more difficult. AAAS 
is interested in applying its experience with 
high-resolution commercial satellite imagery 
to this issue. Ideally, such imagery can be 
acquired in rapid fashion if, for example, an 
illegal logging activity begins on a protected 
indigenous territory. With solid proof of such 
logging in the form of up-to-date satellite 
imagery, legal advocates for indigenous 
communities may stand a better chance of 
convincing national law enforcement entities to 
intervene. 

Contemporary examples of effective 
applications abound. In the northeastern 
Amazon Basin, the Amazon Conservation Team 
(ACT) partnered with indigenous communities 
to carry out the ethnological mapping of over 
10 million acres of tropical forest, home to the 
Apalai, Wayana, Akuriyo and Tirio Indians. 
These detailed maps, indicating villages, 
ceremonial and sacred sites, hunting and 
fishing grounds, and locations of medicinal 
plants, contributed to the formal declaration 
of the Tumucumaque and rio Paru d’este 
Indigenous Territories in Brazil. 

An additional example is found with the 
Institute del Bien Com’n (IBC). IBC works with 

indigenous communities 
AAAS seeks to provide a single online source, in Peru on issues related 
documenting accomplishments and activities over to the conservation and 

management of nativethe last fifteen years. Ideally, this information will 
lands. Significantallow other indigenous rights groups to better accomplishments include

understand and access these technologies as they the development of an
seek to protect and manage their own territories extensive database of 
around the world. 

knowledge and understanding of indigenous groups into “Western” 
and map-based media. For example, while many indigenous groups 
have an inherent and deep understanding of the boundaries of their 
traditional lands, capturing such boundaries in a legally recognized 
manner often proved difficult. The resulting ambiguities have been 
exploited to deprive indigenous groups of the lands they had used 
for generations. In other cases, even when lands were formally 
demarcated and agreement reached on boundaries, a total lack of 
commitment to enforcement by national governments has allowed 
widespread theft of lands and resources. 

Mapping and GPS tools have been effective contributors to 

maps and information 
about native communities 

in Peru, the Information System on native 
Communities of the Peruvian Amazon (SICnA), 
which has played an important role in official 
recognition of indigenous lands by the 
government. IBC has also been instrumental in 
obtaining formal recognition of territory and 
rights for the Ash’ninka people, as well as in 
the protection and recognition of peoples living 
in voluntary isolation, such as the Isconahuas 
and Cacataibos. 

(continued on page 7) 
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MeMBerShIP APPlICATIOn
Membership in International Funders for Indigenous peoples is as an individual donor or institution concerned about the livelihood, 
culture, and well being of Indigenous Peoples and their communities. Membership is open to individuals who are donors themselves, 
individuals working in member institutions, or working for organizations that are primarily grantmakers. As a philanthropic affinity group 
of the Council on Foundations, IFIP members are dedicated to expanding their grantmaking for international Indigenous projects and 
communities. 

International Funders for Indigenous Peoples and its members work to: 

• Increase knowledge and understanding of the unique issues related to funding project that involve Indigenous people by 
providing a baseline of relevant information. 

• Encourage innovation and increase effectiveness within the grantmaking community by facilitating networking opportunities 
and an exchange of ideas and practical tools. 

• Foster a cross-disciplinary understanding of Indigenous People and the holistic contexts in which they live and work. 

COnTACT InFOrMATIOn: 

name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Foundation: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Title/Position:_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ___________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________ Fax: _____________________________________________________________ 

Cell: _________________________________ email: ______________________________________________________________ 

Organization Type (check one): 

p Public Foundation p Corporate Foundation p Private Foundation p Individual donor 

p Independent Foundation p Community Foundation p Family Foundation p Other 

Year established: _____________  Yearly assets: _______________  Yearly grant level: ____________________________________________ 

Please describe the Indigenous work that you are supporting? _________________________________________________________________ 

Application Type (check one):    p new Member    p renewing Member 

PAYMenT InFOrMATIOn: 

Charge my: p Visa    p Mastercard p American express 

Card number: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

expiration date: ____________________Security Code _______________________________________________________________________ 

name (Print): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MeMBerShIP leVel AnnuAl dueS 
p Founding Membership (up to 10 representatives):  $25,000 or more 

• Acknowledgement as a major sponsor at all IFIP events. 
• receive all the benefits as a Sustaining Member of IFIP. 
• Waiver of conference registration fee for five (5) participants at all IFIP conferences. 
• reserved seating during all conference events. 
• receive ten (10) complimentary copies of the Indigenous Peoples Funders Resource Guide and… 
• 75% discount for additional copies ordered. 
• Complimentary subscription to Cultural Survival Quarterly, a leading publication on current indigenous rights issues with feature
   articles focused on themes of concern to indigenous peoples. 
• receive leading research reports on Indigenous issues. 
• Plus, all of the benefits listed below. 

p Sustaining Membership (up to 6 representatives): $7,500 - $15,000 
(Operating & Grantmaking Budgets: $5 million to $25 million – $7,500; $25 million to $125 million – 
$10,000; $125 million to $175 million – $12,500; $175 million or more – $15,000) 

• recognition on our website, newsletters and press releases. 
• Invitation to be considered for the planning committee for all IFIP conferences. 
• Invitation to join us in making session presentations at donor conferences. 
• Waiver of conference registration fee for two (2) participants at all IFIP conferences. 
• receive six (6) complimentary copies of the Indigenous Peoples Funders Resource Guide and 50% discount for additional 

copies ordered. 
• Complimentary subscription to Cultural Survival Quarterly, a leading publication on current indigenous rights issues with feature 
   articles focused on themes of concern to indigenous peoples. 
• receive leading research reports on Indigenous issues 
• Plus, all of the benefits listed below. 

p Esteemed Membership (up to 3 representatives): $500 - $5,000 
(Operating & Grantmaking Budget: under $200k--$500; $200k to $700k--$750; $700k to $1 million--$1,250; 
$1 million to $3 million--$2,500; $3 million to $5 million--$5,000) 

• recognition on our website, newsletters and press releases. 
• Invitation to be considered for the planning committee for all IFIP conferences. 
• Invitation to join us in making session presentations at donor conferences. 
• receive three (3) complimentary copies of the Indigenous Peoples Funders Resource Guide and 25% discount for additional 

copies ordered. 
• receive leading research reports on Indigenous issues 
• Complimentary subscription to Cultural Survival Quarterly, a leading publication on current indigenous rights issues with feature 
   articles focused on themes of concern to indigenous peoples. 
• Plus, all of the benefits listed below. 

p Individual Membership: $250 

• receive our newsletter The Sharing Circle and monthly e-newsletter, The Sharing Network. 
• receive one (1) complimentary copy of the Indigenous Peoples Funders Resource Guide. 
• 20% discount for Alliance, the leading international magazine on philanthropy and social investment. 
• Access to IFIP’s Members Only section which contains a Members Forum that discusses a variety of thematic and regional issues. 
• Access to the Member’s list serve which provides an opportunity to share news with other members. 
• Opportunity to be in the “IFIP Member highlight” section of e-newsletter which shares information on your program to other members. 

PleASe Send FOrM And CheCKS TO: 
International Funders for Indigenous Peoples, P.O. Box 1040, Akwesasne, new York 13655

Tel: (518) 358-9500 Fax: (518) 358-9544 email: ifip@internationalfunders.org   Internet: www.internationalfunders.org
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Geospatial Technologies for Indigenous Rights 
(continued from page 4) 

A final example is the Center for the Support of native lands 
(CSnl), which worked to strengthen the capacity of indigenous 
people to sustainably manage and protect their natural resources. 
CSnl has engaged in participatory mapping exercises with 
communities in honduras, Panama, Bolivia, Brazil, Guatemala, 
nicaragua, Cameroon, Indonesia, and Papua new Guinea. A 
wonderful account of some of this work, as well as the methodology 
that CSnl developed for mapping indigenous lands, can be found 
in Indigenous Landscapes: A Study in Ethnocartography by Mac 
Chapin & Bill Threlkeld (2001). 

As it reviews the inspiring work of other organizations, AAAS is 
also partnering directly with the Indian law resource Center (IlrC) 
to specifically help address violations of Maya communities in 
Guatemala. Such a partnership allows AAAS to better understand 
the needs and challenges of the legal and indigenous communities 
as it works on developing documentation describing the broader 
field. The project with IlrC seeks to provide them with the support 
they need to best understand the property delineations of Maya 
territories. The Maya territories are at the center of a dispute 
involving ownership, mineral extraction rights, and forced evictions. 
These territories have been mapped by a local consultant, and 
AAAS is adapting the mapping data into other formats so IlrC can 
make the most convenient use of them. 

With reams of documents describing landholdings and property 
transfers in the area since the 1820’s, IlrC needed help in 
connecting those documents with specific parcels on the ground. 
Further, while the consultant did an exhaustive job cataloguing 
landholdings in the region, transferring all that information to IlrC 
proved challenging. Thus far, AAAS has been able to ease this 
transition and looks forward to eliminating the technical challenges 
faced by IlrC, allowing them to focus their efforts on furthering the 
legal case. In the future, AAAS and IlrC may partner with other 
groups to expand the on-the-ground mapping of historical territories 
and sacred sites of the Maya communities in Guatemala. 

AAAS is looking forward to completing a review of past 
and current uses of geospatial technologies, and what it has 
accomplished for indigenous rights. If sufficient interest and 
resources exists, AAAS may host a workshop or other event that 
broadens understanding of geospatial technologies for indigenous 
rights. regardless, persons with an interest in or experience with 
using these technologies for indigenous rights are encouraged 
to contact the Science and human rights Program (shrp@aaas. 
org) with any suggestions, questions, or comments. With these 
technologies rapidly advancing and reaching ever more people, it 
is certain their importance to indigenous communities will continue 
to grow. 

By: Lars Bromley and Karen Douthwaite 
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Levi Strauss Foundation 

Ken Wilson 
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First Peoples Worldwide 
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The Mailman Foundation 

José Malvido 
Seva Foundation 

Tanya hosch 
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The Gaia Foundation 
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Executive Director 
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Members List 
Africas Grantmakers Affinity Group 
Alaska Conservation Foundation 
Amazon Alliance 
Amazon Watch 
American Jewish World Service 
Arizona Community Foundation 
Arntz Family Foundation 
Aveda earth Fund Program 
Central American Women’s Fund 
Channel Foundation 
Cultural Survival 
ecologic development Fund 
environmental Grantmakers 
Association 
essential Information 
Ford Foundation 
Foundation for Young Australians 
Full Circle Foundation 
Fund for non Violence 
Funders network on Trade & 
Globalization 
Gaia Foundation 
Garfield Foundation 

Global Fund For Women 
Global Greengrants Fund 
Grantmakers on the Arts 
Grassroots International 
International development research 
Centre 
Island Foundation 
Kalliopeia Foundation 
Kenny Family Foundation Fund 
leAP 
levi Strauss Foundation 
Mary’s Pence 
Mitsubishi International 
Corporation Foundation 
national Centre for 
First nations Governance 
native Americans in Philanthropy 
new england Biolabs Foundation 
Peace development Fund 
reforestamos Mexico A.C. 
ringing rocks Foundation 
Sacharuna Foundation 
SeedS Foundation 

Semillas 
Shaman Fund 
Sierra Madre Alliance 
The Christensen Fund 
The Jacob and hilda Blaustein 
Foundation 
The Mailman Foundation 
The Myer Foundation 
Threshold Foundation 
Tides Foundation 
Tides Foundation, livingry Fund 
united Jewish Communities 
Walter & duncan Gordon Foundation 
Women’s rights International 

The Sharing Circle is a newsletter for the members 
of the International Funders for Indigenous Peoples. 
IFIP is an association of grantmakers who support, 
or are interested in supporing, projects involving 
Indigenous people worldwide. IFIP and its members 
strive to: 

• Increase knowledge and understanding of the 
unique issues related to funding projects that 
involve Indigenous peoples by providing a 
baseline of information on issues relevant to 
the Indigenous context. 

• encourage innovation and increase effectiveness 
within the grantmaking community by facilitating 
networking opportunities and an ongoing exchange 
of ideas and practical tools. 

• Foster a cross-disciplinary understanding of the 
Indigenous peoples and the holistic context in 
which they live and work. IFIP members represent 
such diverse funding disciplines as environmental 
conservation, 
health, economic 
development, and 
human rights. 

P.O. Box 1040 
Akwesasne, nY 13655 
www.internationalfunders.org 
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